Owing to its remoteness and sometimes difficult access, the island is rarely visited. On 3 March 1985, one of us (PH) was able to land for 40 min, and on 3 March 1986 we both were ashore for 90 min. Although our observations were hurried and limited to the late moming, we were able to survey most of the island and to extend the findings of P. Scott, which were reported by Schlatter (1984), who has provided the only previous summation of the avifauna. These opportunities arose when we were serving as naturalists aboard the Society Explorer.
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ANNOTATED LIST OF SPECIES CHRISTMAS SHEARWATER (PUFFINUS NATIVITATIS)
In 1985,2,500 pairs were nesting, mostly among boulders or in small rock crevices. The breeding season was well advanced, many chicks being three-quarters grown; a few were ready to fledge. In 1986 we estimated only 300 to 400 pairs. Chicks were at the same stage of development, but many were very thin and seemed 
I

BLACK NODDY (ANOUS MINUTUS)
Two adults were seen and photographed standing on a driftwood log on the eastern part of the island. We could not determine whether they were paired. This represents the first record for Chile. Not only was breeding greatly reduced, but dead chicks of several species were conspicuous. Indeed, fiigatebirds and tropicbirds suffered complete nesting failure and the few Christmas Shearwater chicks were in poor condition and seemed unlikely to fledge. Chicks of Brown Noddies, though not numerous, seemed to be in good condition and some were flying, as were a few young Sooty Terns, which had finished nesting. The sparseness of birdlife extended into the pelagic zone as well, numbers being much reduced from 1985. Indeed, in nearly 3 days at sea prior to reaching Sala y Gomez in 1986, we saw very few birds (mainly Juan Femandez Petrels, Pterodroma externa) and encountered no flying fish until we were within 30 km of the island, and then saw a few small schools. All of these conditions suggested the onset of an El Niiio, which had just been predicted (e.g., Kerr 1987) . Localized nesting failures of penguins at several locations in the southern oceans (South Africa, Falklands, New Zealand) in 1986 were speculatively associated with oceanic warming (Boersma 1987 , Boume 1987 .
DISCUSSION
In addition to documenting seasonal and annual changes of interest to biologists, regular censuses of marine life along replicable transect routes, when combined with standard oceanographic data, can provide essential groundtruth data to oceanographers and climatologists.
